
Tattoos are produced when pigment is implanted into the skin. When a tattoo is placed either by an amateur or a 
professional, the pigment concentrates at various levels in the dermis. Tattoos that have been professionally placed 
have increased pigment density compared to amateur tattoos. With the use of Q-switched lasers, tattoos can be treated 
to remove this pigment from the skin.
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Although tattooing is widely practiced, the FDA does not regulate the manufacture 
or use of tattoo pigment despite the risk of infection, allergic reaction, scarring, 
and metal toxicity.

What are tattoos made of?

Black amateur tattoos generally respond well and usually lighten significantly with 
G ©¤ J ©§yu©¢y£© ¨y¨¨}¤£¨Bþh|y §y¨¥¤£¨y ¤z xy£¨y¡® ¥}{¢y£©yx@ ¢ª¡©}w¤¡¤§yx 
¥§¤zy¨¨}¤£u¡ ©u©©¤¤¨ }¨ zu§ ¢¤§y «u§}uv¡yBþg}­ ©¤ ©¬y¡«y ¤§ ¢¤§y ©§yu©¢y£©¨ u© J ©¤ L 
week intervals may be required to achieve improvement and incomplete removal is 
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treatment.

What types of tattoos can be
treated,  which  tattoos respond

the best, and how many
treatmentswill I need?

Prior to the procedure, a topical or injectable anesthetic will be used for comfort 
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procedure, the treated area will form a crust, possibly blister, and slowly heal over 
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improved and more rapid healing.

What is the treatment like?

Laser Tatoo Removal with Q-switched Lasers 


